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Part One ï Report of the committee 

1. Letter from the Chair 

 

Another exciting year has passed, with Street Law Centre WA Inc (Street 

Law) making significant progress since the last annual general meeting in 

meeting its goal of providing a dedicated, free, legal service to people 

experiencing homelessness or risk of homelessness. 

 

Street Lawôs significant achievement in the previous 12 months has been to 

become truly operational.  I am pleased to report that in this 12 month period 

for Street Law, the key theme has been service delivery.  Street Law started 

to operate 3 legal clinics, significant case work was undertaken, community 

legal education delivered and relationships with community organisations, 

government agencies and law firms have been built and deepened.  Street 

Law's service was also successfully launched on 15 March 2011 by our 

patron, the Honourable Wayne Martin, Chief Justice of Western Australia. 

 

Funding 

 

Street Law is now half way through its 3 year pilot project funding which 

comprises an allocation from both the Commonwealth and State 

Governments through the Community Legal Services Program. The funding is 

administered by Legal Aid Western Australia. 

 

In addition, over the financial year: 

 

¶ A donation of $8,000 was received from Mallesons Stephens Jaques 

in June 2011 to support Street Law in developing a training and 

resource manual for volunteer lawyers. 

 

¶ The Commonwealth Government also provided one-off top-up funding 

over the term of the 3 year pilot in July 2010 to be used by Street Law 

to provide its service. 

 

¶ Pro bono legal advice has been obtained by Street Law from Blake 

Dawson, Minter Ellison and Freehills. 

 

While Street Law has guaranteed funding for the next year and a quarter, 

Street Law is working to ensure that the pilot project funding is converted into 

on-going funding and also to obtain further funding sources, including by way 
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of application to the Law Society's Public Purpose Trust for a community legal 

education project. 

 

Host Agencies and Law Firms 

 

Street Law successfully negotiated the commencement of a legal clinic with 

Ruah Community Services, which commenced in October 2010, and another 

legal clinic with Uniting Care West, which commenced in January 2011.  The 

Ruah Community Services clinic runs at the Ruah Centre every second 

Tuesday from 10am to 12 noon.  The Uniting Care West clinic operates at 

Tranby Day Centre each Friday from 8.30am to 10.30am. 

 

Further, Street Law took carriage from SCALES of the legal clinic run at the 

Salvation Army's Genesis Centre which operated every Monday from 1pm to 

2pm.  Street Law formed a collaborative alliance with Mallesons Stephen 

Jaques to continue to provide legal advice and assistance at Genesis.  

Unfortunately, due to loss of funding, Genesis closed in June 2011.  However, 

Street Law is progressing discussions with the Salvation Army with a view to 

establishing a replacement clinic, at this stage on a pilot basis at a womenôs 

refuge.   

 

Street Lawôs discussions have continued with other host agencies and it is 

Street Law's goal that in the next 6 months a legal clinic will commence at 

Passages Resource Centre, a drop in centre for the youth.  It is anticipated 

that the legal advice and assistance will be delivered by Street Law and Allens 

Arthur Robinson. 

 

Street Law has also progressed discussions with other law firms who have 

indicated in principle support for the provision of volunteer lawyers who may 

assist with other aspects of Street Lawôs service. 

 

Management Committee Appointments 

 

Everyone at Street Law thanks Toni Emmanuel for her outstanding support for 

Street Law through her work on the Management Committee, particularly in 

relation to human resources matters. Toni has been a member of Street Law's 

management committee for a number of years and has been a key driver in 

developing Street Law's strategic vision.  We also thank Patrick Chai and Kate 

Beaumont for agreeing to join the Management Committee.  
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Operational Matters 

 

Over the last 12 months, Street Law has employed two further staff members 

(in addition to the Principal Solicitor and Administration Assistant) to assist 

with overall service delivery.  Monica OôBrien commenced in the position of 

Solicitor in February 2011 and Claire Norton commenced in April 2011 as 

Office Manager.  All staff are part time or employed for a project. 

 

Monica is primarily responsible for the legal clinic at the Ruah Centre, an 

agency of Ruah Community Services, and undertakes considerable case 

work including court representations. 

 

Claire is primarily responsible for office management, particularly compliance 

with funding agreements, as well as being responsible for a project to write 

and develop policies and procedures which will ensure accreditation of Street 

Law by the National Association of Community Legal Centres. 

 

Ann-Margaret Walsh, Street Lawôs Principal Solicitor, remains responsible for 

the supervision of Street Lawôs legal practice, which includes attendance at 

the legal clinics, identifying systemic trends and legal issues that impact on 

those experiencing homelessness or risk of homelessness and developing 

continuing legal education and training packages for the volunteer lawyers 

and paralegals. 

 

Dawn Fenton, Street Lawôs Administration Assistant, provides support by 

undertaking bookkeeping duties, data input and the development and 

operation of office systems. 

 

Although Street Law has dedicated offices for its administrative base located 

in the outer CBD area, it is seeking alternative premises to allow capacity to 

expand particularly in relation to the recruitment of volunteer paralegals.   

 

Services Provided 

In terms of legal advice, Street Law operated 3 clinics in 2010/2011, each of 

which is referred to above under ñHost Agencies and Law Firmsò.  In 

particular, Street Lawôs assisted a client who attended the legal clinic at 

Genesis.  He had been charged with burglary with intent and being in 

possession of a house breaking implement.  The client had applied for Legal 

Aid but the application was initially refused and the client wanted help to seek 

reconsideration by Legal Aid. After obtaining detailed instructions from the 

client Street Law assisted by writing a strong letter of support outlining the 

clientôs personal circumstances.  These circumstances included details of his 

experience over a number of years of several mental health issues, Street 
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Law outlined in the letter that it was apparent that his health issues would 

prevent him from self-representing in Court. Also his outstanding criminal 

charges and criminal record indicated it was likely that he would be facing a 

custodial sentence.  The client was also sleeping rough at that time but had 

placed his name on the public housing wait list. 

The clientôs application for reconsideration was successful and he was 

appointed a Legal Aided funded lawyer.  Following negotiations and a plea in 

mitigation the client avoided a custodial sentence.  It was shortly following is 

final appearance in Court that he was advised that a public housing unit had 

become available for him. 

While Street Law direct assistance was only a part of the overall legal 

services provided to the client, Street Law did successfully assist the client to 

overcome some of the barriers faced by those experiencing homelessness in 

obtaining legal representation which contributed to cycle of homelessness 

being broken. 

Street Lawôs service delivery has also extended to working collaboratively with 

other agencies in providing resources and assistance to ensure a high level of 

service to a client.  

One instance of this involved a client who had been referred to Street Law 

and also to the tenant advocate at the Welfare Rights and Advocacy Service. 

The client was facing immediate eviction and was due to go to Court within 10 

days of first attending with the tenant advocate.  The Department of Housing 

(óthe Departmentô) had issued an application pursuant to s.73 Residential 

Tenancies Act 1987 (WA) (óRTAô) claiming that the client had intentionally or 

recklessly caused or permitted or is likely to intentionally or recklessly cause 

or permit serious damage to the premises. The evidential basis for the 

application was that a clandestine drug laboratory had been found at her 

premises.    

The potential impact of the application, if successful, was that the client and 

her three children would become homeless. Accordingly, the best way to 

assist the client was considered to be by offering assistance and resources to 

the tenant advocate with the preparation of the matter for hearing. This 

required proofing the client, considering all relevant documentation, including 

Departmental policy and formulating a strategy for the hearing. In addition, 

Street Law assisted to prepare for cross-examination of potential witnesses 

for the Department and to prepare a closing argument. The strategy included 

attempting to facilitate a discussion with the Department about the clientôs 

circumstances given the clientôs positive tenancy history and that there had 

been no complaints about anti social behaviour.  
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Both the Principal Solicitor and Tenant Advocate attended Court but the 

Tenant Advocate represented the client at the hearing.  The clientôs evidence 

was accepted by the Magistrate and the Departmentôs application was 

dismissed.  

This case study has also been used in discussions with stakeholders as an 

example of the potential negative impact of the disruptive management policy 

and also the Residential Tenancies Amendment Bill 2011.  

 

In addition, Street Law has established a free call telephone advice line which 

can be accessed on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12 noon to 2pm.  At the 

start of 2010, Street Law also launched a website, which provides further 

information on Street Lawôs services and law reform work 

(http://www.streetlawcentre.org.au).  The advice line and the website will help 

Street Law to start providing services to outer metropolitan and rural, regional 

and remote clients. 

 

Collaboration 

 

Street Law has also continued to develop its networks, particularly with other 

volunteer and community organisations and other homeless legal services 

throughout Australia.  Street Law has: 

 

¶ Launched its service in March 2011 at an event attended by a variety 

of stakeholders, including community organisations, government 

agencies and law firms. 

 

¶ Attended the National Association of Community Legal Centres 

Conference in Melbourne in 2010 and also the Homelessness 

Conference in Brisbane in 2010. 

 

¶ Actively assisted by providing legal advice and assistance to those 

experiencing homelessness or risk of homelessness at Homeless 

Connect 2010. 

 

¶ Continued its membership of the Community Legal Centres 

Association (WA) Inc, including the Principal Solicitor being a member 

of the Professional Indemnity Sub-committee. 

 

¶ Continued attendance at Centrelink Homelessness Reference Group 

meetings. 

 

http://www.streetlawcentre.org.au/


Street Law Centre WA Inc 
 

¶ Attended Police Integration meetings hosted by the City of Vincent and 

attended by the City of Perth. 

 

¶ Worked collaboratively with community legal centres by assisting with 

advice and the preparation of case work concerning legal issues 

affecting those experiencing or at risk of experiencing homelessness. 

 

Service Delivery Statistics 

 

Street Lawôs service delivery statistics from 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011 are: 

 

Legal clinics held       64 

Advices given              156 

Cases         58 

Calls received on the 1800 free call number    48 

Community Legal Education Presentations     5  

 

The range of legal areas on which advice has been provided is broad. 

However, the majority of advice requests relate to criminal matters, violence 

restraining order issues, criminal injuries compensation and access to children 

issues. 

  

Further, of all clients seen, 29% were sleeping rough. 

 

In terms of demographics, clients assisted have been 75% male, with 68% 

being males aged 40 years or older.  These statistics will go to assist Street 

Law in determining where to best place legal clinics in the future so that Street 

Law is assisting as broad a range of clients within its target group as possible.  

 

Strategic Direction 

 

Street Lawôs strategic direction continues to be the provision of legal services 

to those experiencing homelessness or risk of homelessness. Street Law 

recognises that clinics should be established at different types of community 

centres in order to reach the broader range of people experiencing 

homelessness or risk of homelessness.  This goal is supported by the 

statistical information about the clients that Street Law has already assisted. 

 

The legal clinics are conducted by the Principal Solicitor or Solicitor with the 

aim of using volunteer lawyers or volunteer paralegals to assist. The Genesis 

clinic was conducted by volunteer lawyers from Mallesons Stephen Jaques 

together with the Principal Solicitor until its closure. 
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Discussions with law firms as to the provision of volunteer lawyers continue 

and it is likely that assistance will be required not only for legal clinics but also 

for the development of educational materials, policy submissions and legal 

research. Further, Street Law is continuing to develop a comprehensive 

training package which has necessitated identifying highly skilled service 

providers best suited for the preparation of a training manual and delivery of 

the training. The training will focus on ócommunication withô and ódealing withô 

the client group with the legal knowledge being supplemented by a 

comprehensive resource and referral manual.  

 

In addition, a strategic planning session facilitated by Joel Levin was held in 

April 2011 which has resulted in the formulation of a revised Strategic Plan, 

focussing on a more strategic and risk management-centred role for the 

Management Committee. 

 

Thank you for your Support 

 

¶ Allens Arthur Robinson 

¶ Blake Dawson 

¶ Clayton Utz 

¶ Clayton Utz Foundation 

¶ City of Perth 

¶ Commonwealth of Australia 

¶ Community Legal Centres Association (WA) Inc 

¶ Corrs Chambers Westgarth 

¶ Fort Legal 

¶ Freehills 

¶ Justine Fisher, Barrister and Solicitor 

¶ Law Society of Western Australia 

¶ Legal Aid WA 

¶ Mallesons Stephen Jaques 

¶ Minter Ellison Lawyers 

¶ National Association of Community Legal Centres  

¶ Nghia Luong 

¶ Nilan Ekanayake, Barrister 

¶ Our patron, the Hon. Chief Justice Martin 

¶ Ruah Community Services 

¶ Salvation Army 

¶ Sarah Kane 

¶ SCALES 

¶ Shelter WA 

¶ Slater & Gordon 

¶ State of Western Australia 

¶ Stephen Walker, Barrister 

¶ The Law Society of Western Australia ï Legal Contribution Trust 
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¶ Tenants Advice Service 

¶ Tom Percy, Barrister SC. 

¶ Uniting Care West 

¶ WA Bar Association 
 

 

 



Street Law Centre WA Inc 
 

2. Report of the Management Committee 

2.1 Profile 

Street Law operates as an incorporated association under the Associations 

Incorporation Act 1987 (WA).  It is governed by its Management Committee 

under its constituent Rules. 

You can contact Street Law by addressing correspondence to Gehann 

Perera, the Secretary, at: 

 
Gehann Perera 
c/o Street Law Centre WA Inc 
PO Box 76 
Leederville 6902 
T: (08) 9227 0361 
F: (08) 0227 0372 
 
Gehann.Perera@MinterEllison.com  

2.2 Principal activities 

Please see section one of this annual report for a summary of our activities 

for the year. 

The Management Committee of Street Law has set the following strategic 

goals: 

A To provide quality, client centred legal services to assist those 

experiencing homelessness or risk of homelessness. 

B To be a work place of choice within the Community Sector. 

C To maintain Street Law as a sustainable, well governed 

organisation. 

D To remain engaged and connected to clients and stakeholders. 

The Management Committee has developed a detailed Strategic Plan to 

set the framework for achieving these goals. 
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2.3 Management Committee 

The Management Committee currently consists of: 

Role Name Occupation  

Chairperson Ian Murray  Lawyer 

Vice-chairperson Daniel Sawyer Lawyer 

Secretary Gehann Perera Lawyer 

Treasurer Robert Spinks Public Sector Employee 

Committee Member Olga Klimczak Lawyer 

Committee Member Daniel Sawyer Lawyer 

Committee Member Ryan Watts Lawyer 

Committee Member Anna Paris Community Services 

Sector Employee 

Committee Member Patrick Chai Accountant 

Committee Member Kate Beaumont Community Services 

Sector Employee 

2.4 Membership 

Street Law currently has 36 formal members. 

The Management Committee is keen to expand Street Lawôs membership 

base, so that a broader range of people from diverse backgrounds in the 

community have a say in how Street Law is operated.  If you would like to 

become a member, contact Gehann Perera on the details set out in item 2.1. 

2.5 Operating and financial review and state of affairs  

The financial position of Street Law is set out in the financial statements and 

notes contained in Part Two. 

Street Lawôs financial statements were audited this financial year by JYCA 

Accounting Services Pty Ltd. 

2.6 Indemnification and insurance of officers  

Street Law has obtained insurance for the indemnification of its officers and 

also professional indemnity insurance for the principal solicitor.  
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2.7 Corporate governance  

The Management Committee is committed to adhering to a strong corporate 

governance framework in accordance with its constitution and rules.  As part 

of its revised Strategic Plan for Street Law, the Management Committee 

intends to adopt applicable ASX corporate governance recommendations and 

principles and to adopt the CLCA (WA) risk management framework. 

The Management Committee has also taken steps to further diversify the 

range of its members. 

2.8 Events subsequent to reporting date and likely developments 

In terms of operational matters, Street Law has contributed to and endorsed a 

joint letter to Members of Parliament in relation to the Residential Tenancies 

Amendment Bill 2011 (WA).  In addition, Street Lawôs office manager, Claire 

Norton, resigned in September 2011, although Claire has offered to provide 

some on-going assistance to Street Law in a consulting role. Thank you 

Claire, for your help, particularly in developing Street Lawôs policies and 

procedures so as to enable accreditation of Street Law by the National 

Association of Community Legal Centres. 

Gehann Perera and Robert Spinks have each informed the Management 

Committee that they do not intend to re-nominate for a committee position at 

the 2011 annual general meeting.  Gehann has been involved with Street Law 

for over 7 years, pre-dating its formation as an incorporated association.  

During that time Gehann has fulfilled the role of Secretary and has been 

instrumental in helping Street Law to obtain pilot project funding. Robert has 

also assisted Street Law, including as a committee member, for over 5 years.  

Robert has provided significant assistance to Street Law in his role as 

Treasurer, not only in relation to drafting an inaugural budget, but also 

providing timely strategic advice. 

The Management Committee would like to thank Gehann and Robert for their 

significant and extended efforts. 
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Part Two ï Financial Report 
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