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Part One – Report of the Management Committee
1.

Letter from the Chair

In its fourth year of operation, Street Law Centre WA Incorporated (Street Law) has had a productive
period of consolidation. Street Law has continued to consolidate its relationship with host agencies
and law firms and is a real and consistent presence in the community legal sector.
As set out in this Annual Report, Street Law has made a number of significant steps in the
development of the association and meeting its goal of providing free specialist community based
legal services that address the unique needs of people experiencing or at risk of homelessness.
These include:
(a)

obtaining Commonwealth and State confirmed funding to 30 June 2014 and in‐principle
funding to 30 June 2016 to allow for the continuation of Street Law’s services;

(b)

continuing the implementation of the secondment type model for volunteer lawyers,
whereby volunteer lawyers are seconded to Street Law for one day per week, rather than
only attending a particular clinic on a particular day and carrying out follow up tasks
remotely;

(c)

continuing the development of the Resource Manual for staff and volunteer lawyers, which
is a practical guide for staff and volunteer lawyers in relation to the provision of advice,
policies and procedures with which lawyers should be familiar and the referral services that
may be relevant. The Resource Manual forms the basis of the formal training program
which is conducted for all volunteer lawyers twice a year;

(d)

undertaking a governance review process and audit of existing policies and procedures to
enable accreditation by the National Association of Community Legal Centres; and

(e)

the commencement of the clinic at St Patrick’s Community Support Centre in Fremantle,
which is particularly directed at those who are at risk of or experiencing homelessness in the
Fremantle and wider south west metropolitan region of Perth.

Further detail in relation to each of these items is set out below.

1.1

Funding

Street Law has reached the conclusion of its three year pilot project funding, which comprised an
allocation from both the Commonwealth and State Governments through the Community Legal
Services Program and the Legal Contribution Trust Fund. During the 2012/13 financial year, Street
Law applied to the Commonwealth and State Governments for an extension of funding and, in
December 2012, Street Law was successfully awarded additional funding to enable the continued
delivery of its services to at least June 2014. Street Law has also been granted in‐principle funding to
June 2016. The funding is administered by Legal Aid Western Australia.
Street Law’s service delivery model relies on the attendance of volunteer lawyers from the various
commercial law firms with which it has developed relationships. The volunteer lawyers assist with
service provision by attending the legal clinics and Street Law’s office. Street Law also relies upon
the pro bono services of other private practitioners and members of the WA Bar Association.
In September 2012, Street Law became a listed charity in the Giving Well Guide, which is a handbook
published by WA Business News which identifies giving opportunities to assist corporate and
influential WA business leaders with social investment decisions.
Street Law prepared and submitted a funding proposal to the Public Purposes Trust over June and
July of this year for the development and implementation of a community legal education project to
its client group and to community workers as an extension of its services. Street Law is yet to receive
a response to its proposal.
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1.2

Host Agencies and Law Firms

Street Law’s service delivery is conducted through outreach legal clinics. Legal clinics at Ruah Centre
(Ruah Community Services), Tranby (Uniting Care West) and Passages Resource Centre (a joint
venture between the Rotary Club of Perth and St. Vincent de Paul) continued to operate during the
past financial year. More recently, Street Law has commenced a further legal clinic at St. Patrick’s
Community Support Centre in Fremantle (St Pat’s) in August 2013.
Since 1972, St Pat’s has worked to help those who are homeless or at risk of being homeless in
Fremantle and the wider south west metropolitan region of Perth. It provides care and support for
365 days a year to anyone in serious need who is over the age of 21. St Pat’s goal is to serve the
community through giving holistic, supportive and quality case to those most in need through
services such as emergency relief, housing, meals, welfare, education, recreation and health. The
addition of Street Law’s legal clinic at St Pat’s will enable St Pat’s to also offer legal advice to its client
group.
Street Law’s legal clinic at St Pat’s operates weekly each Tuesday from 9:30am to 11:00am. The
collaboration between Street Law and Ashurst Australia has enabled the successful operation of the
legal clinic. Ashurst Australia provides volunteer seconded lawyers to attend Street Law’s offices and
the St Pat’s legal clinic and assists with ongoing case work and service provision.
Street Law, with the assistance of funding from King & Wood Mallesons, developed and published a
Resource Manual in June 2012. The Resource Manual has undergone further revisions during the
2012/13 financial year with the assistance of Street Law’s volunteer lawyers and is currently in its
third edition. The Manual provides a practical tool for volunteer lawyers that are seconded to Street
Law so that they are able to assist with Street Law’s service provision. The Resource Manual also
forms the basis of training specifically designed for volunteer lawyers seconded to Street Law.
In 2012/13 Street Law continued its provision of training to volunteer lawyers from Allens Linklaters,
King & Wood Mallesons, Corrs Chambers Westgarth and Ashurst Australia. The purpose of the
training was to induct the volunteer lawyers so that they are able to attend Street Law one day per
week on a secondment basis.

1.3

Management Committee Appointments

The members of the Management Committee are set out below at paragraph 2.3.
The 2012/13 financial year saw a number of changes in the membership of the Management
Committee. In October 2012, the Management Committee was fortunate to welcome Lucy Shea, a
former member of the Management Committee, to rejoin the Management Committee after a short
absence. The Management Committee also welcomed the appointment of Ben Tomasi, James
Hulmes and Tony Morganti during the past financial year and more recently, Matthew Keogh and
Drew Broadfoot as members of the Management Committee on a casual vacancy.
During the past financial year, Anna Paris, Kate Beaumont and Amanda Le resigned from the
Management Committee. We thank Kate, Anna and Amanda for their hard work and commitment.
In 2013 Daniel Sawyer stepped down as Chairperson of Street Law to take a 6 month period of
extended travels. Daniel continues however to remain a member of the Management Committee.
Amanda Murphy is resigning from the Management Committee. Amanda has provided considerable
input, support and strategic direction, especially in relation to secretarial matters for the association.
We thank her for her commitment over the years.
Ian Murray is also not seeking re‐election as a member of the Management Committee. Ian has been
involved with Street Law from its inception and has been Chairperson of the association for a
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number of years. He was instrumental in the drafting of the original pilot funding application to the
Commonwealth and State governments and has more recently played an active part in the
management of Street Law’s corporate governance, including progression towards NACLC
accreditation.
The Management Committee would like to thank Ian for his significant and outstanding efforts for
the association over the many years.

1.4

Operational Matters

Street Law’s focus over the previous 12 months has been to secure ongoing State and
Commonwealth funding. Its funding application was successful, and in January 2013 Street Law’s
ongoing confirmed funding was granted until 30 June 2014, with in‐principle funding granted until
30 June 2016.
The employment contract of Street Law’s Office Manager, Rose‐marie Zilioli, expired in March 2013.
Street Law thanks Rose‐marie for her assistance in relation to the development of Street Law’s
policies and procedures and for coordinating Street Law’s move into its current premises.
With the departure of Street Law’s Office Manager, the internal structure of Street Law was
reviewed which resulted in staff profiling changes and the development of the positions of Office
Coordinator (Finance) and Office Coordinator (Policy).
Dawn Fenton transferred to the position of Office Coordinator (Finance) and has continued to
provide strong and valuable support through her administrative support and through undertaking
bookkeeping duties for the association.
Kosta Lucas commenced in May 2013 as Office Coordinator (Policy), whose primary role is the
development of Street Law’s policies and procedures and to provide administrative support for the
association.
Emmanuel Statmatiou has continued in the role of Solicitor of Street Law and provided supervision
at the Ruah Centre legal clinic. Volunteer lawyers from King & Wood Mallesons continued in the
2012‐13 financial year to provide support and legal assistance through their attendance at the Ruah
Centre.
Ann‐Margaret Walsh, Street Law’s Principal Solicitor, remains responsible for the overall supervision
of Street Law’s legal practice, which includes attendance at the Tranby and St Pat’s legal clinics.
Emmanuel and Ann‐Margaret share the responsibility of Passages legal clinic. Ann‐Margaret also
undertakes considerable casework, court representation, development of community legal
education initiatives and works collaboratively with other agencies on law reform agendas. Her role
also includes dealing with the day to day operational management issues.
Volunteer lawyers from Corrs Chambers Westgarth, Allens Linklaters and Ashurst Australia continue
to provide support and legal assistance through their secondment to Street Law and attendance at
Tranby, Passages and St. Pat’s legal clinics.
Street Law thanks King & Wood Mallesons, Corrs Chambers Westgarth, Allens Linklaters and Ashurst
Australia for their continued support of the service.
Street Law Centre is open Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.30pm.

1.5

Services Provided

During the 2012‐13 financial year, Street Law has consistently provided services through its legal
clinics and its free advice line that is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 12.00 noon and
2.00pm, which is also used as a free‐call contact line for existing clients.
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Service delivery through casework continues to provide challenges through the myriad of legal issues
that Street Law’s clients present with at each legal clinic. Street Law’s lawyers, through ongoing
training and the pro bono support of legal practitioners, continue to provide pragmatic legal advice
to assist clients to resolve their legal issues. The extent of the legal services provided varies with
each case given, the level of each client’s disadvantage and the nature of their legal problem. Street
Law assists by:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Providing on the spot legal advice;
Preparing a Legal Aid application form and writing a supporting letter;
Sourcing pro bono legal assistance and providing ongoing assistance;
Negotiating with various government agencies;
Attending court to request adjournments and present pleas in mitigation; and
Assisting and working collaboratively with other community legal centres.

Street Law has continued to move forward with the development of its community legal education
program through its attendance at client forums. These forums allow clients to identify and request
additional information in respect of specific legal issues. The forums were conducted at Passages
Resource Centre and Tranby. Street Law has also contributed to law reform submissions on a
collaborative basis. Street Law contributed to Shelter WA’s submission on the draft exposure
homelessness legislation.

1.6

Case Studies

Case Study 1
Street Law assisted a client who had been charged with a criminal offence and was at risk of not
being able to comply with his bail conditions.
The client attended Street Law’s Tranby legal clinic with his mother, who were both sleeping rough.
The client at the time was 13 years old and had been charged with being armed in a way that may
cause fear.
Street Law initially assisted the client by completing a Criminal Law Application for Legal
Representation. The client was however due to attend the Perth Children’s Court before the
application could be assessed. Street Law’s principal solicitor assisted the client by appearing at the
Perth Children’s Court and requesting an adjournment to enable the assessment of the Legal Aid
application.
It became apparent that the client was unable to comply with his bail conditions, given he had no
permanent accommodation. Street Law’s principal solicitor made an application for variation of bail
on behalf of the client to ensure the client was able to comply with the conditions of bail. Bail was
successfully varied which assisted with the client not unintentionally becoming subject to further
criminal charges.
Legal Aid was subsequently granted and with the assistance of a criminal lawyer the client pleaded
guilty and was referred to the juvenile justice team. No conviction was recorded.

Case Study 2
Street Law’s case work not only includes advice and representation work but also negotiations with
various government agencies, including the WA Police, as part of this representation work.
A particular client attended Street Law’s Tranby legal clinic seeking advice in respect of criminal
offences. The client had been charged with 7 different criminal offences, including possessing a
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prohibited drug, being 2 grams of methyl amphetamine, with intent to sell or supply. The client had
been couch surfing at the time that the charges were laid but had secured supported
accommodation just prior to instructing Street Law.
The client did not have copies of the documentation relating to the charges so it was necessary for
Street Law to contact each arresting officer and obtain the necessary paperwork.
The client instructed Street Law that he was prepared to plead guilty to the various criminal charges,
with the exception of the charge relating to possessing a prohibited drug with intent to sell or
supply. The client stated that he was drug user and intended it only for his personal use.
Street Law wrote to the WA Police Service and requested that the charge be downgraded to
possession of a prohibited drug only, given the client’s instructions. The negotiations were successful
and the charge was downgraded to possession only.
Street Law instructed Legal Aid WA duty lawyer services to assist the client with a plea in mitigation.
He received a fine for each conviction.

1.7

Collaboration

Street Law has continued to develop collaborative partnerships with the host agencies with which it
has ongoing relationships, other community legal centres and various commercial law firms and also
the WA Bar Association.

1.8

Service Delivery Statistics

In order to comply with the State and Commonwealth Government Funding Agreements, service
delivery targets were set for each financial year that the funding is in place. The information below
provides these targets and the actual numbers achieved.

1 July 2012 – 30 June 2013
Projection

Actual

Information Activities

25

89

Advices given – face to face

200

201

Advices given – by telephone

35

50

Street Law has provided more information activities and advices, both face to face and by telephone,
than it anticipated during the 2012/13 financial year. This has enabled a more holistic and tailed
service for clients. Street Law will factor the increase into future planning and funding documents.

1 July 2012 – 30 June 2013
Projection

Actual

Cases opened

20

169

Cases closed

20

106

Cases closed involving court appearances

2

7

5

Street Law Centre WA Incorporated
The case work required will continue to increase given the lack of available services. For example
Legal Aid funding may not be available for a particular client issue, or there may not be services
available to assist with the client’s particular legal problem.

1.9

Community Legal Education

Community Legal Education is ongoing and managed primarily by the Principal Solicitor. Community
Legal Education has been directed to increasing the awareness of other community services of Street
Law and its model of service delivery.
Street Law has continued to move forward with the development of its community legal education
program through its attendance at client forums. These forums allow clients to identify and request
additional information in respect of specific legal issues. The forums were conducted at Passages
Resource Centre and Tranby.

1 July 2012 – 30 June 2013

Community Legal Education Projects

Projection

Actual

3

6

1.10 Law Reform
Street Law’s law reform and policy projects are identified by the systemic issues that become
apparent through its service provision. As a result, Street Law contributed to a submission prepared
by Shelter WA responding to the exposure draft of the Homelessness Bill 2013 (Cth).

1 July 2012 – 30 June 2013

Law Reform and Legal Policy Projects

Projection

Actual

0

2

1.11 Most Common Legal Issues
Street Law’s client group has varied and complex legal needs. In terms of the broad legal categories
of civil, criminal and family law, the breakdown of Street Law’s work over the past financial year is as
follows:

10%
Civil
37%

53%

Criminal
Family
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The most common problem types that have been identified under each category in the last financial
year have been:

Criminal
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Acts intended to cause injury
Theft and related offences
Unlawful entry with intent burglary break/enter
Road traffic and motor vehicle regulatory offences
Disorderly conduct

Civil
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Injuries compensation
Other civil violence/restraining orders
Government/administration issues relating to fines
Child protection application/orders
Tenancy termination by lessor

Family
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Child contacts or contact orders
Property de facto
Family or domestic violence order
Parenting plan
Property in marriage

1.12 Statistical Information
The total number of individual clients seen in the last financial year was 198. The following is a
statistical overview of the client demographics, their category of homelessness and the numbers of
those experiencing a mental health illness.

Sex
The majority of clients seen have been male at 73% of clients, with the remainder being 24% female
and 3% organisations requesting advice on behalf of their clients.
3%

24%
Female
Male
Not applicable
73%

Age
21% of our client base fell within the “young persons” demographic that attend Passages.
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6%
10%

12 to 25

21%

26 to 40
41 to 54
26%

37%

55 onwards
Not specified

Disability
53% of clients advised were recorded as having a disability. Of those the 198 clients that identified
having a disability, 58 of them were recorded as having psychiatric disabilities.

12%

3%
No

53%

32%

Not
applicable
Not stated
Yes
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Indigenous Status
Approximately 10% of Street Law’s clients were identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
origin.
0%
Aboriginal but not Torres Strait
Islander origin

10%
22%

Neither Aboriginal nor Torres
Strait Islander origin

3%

Not Specified

Not stated

65%
Torres Strait Islander but not
Aboriginal origin

Accommodation Status
44% of Street Law’s client base was recorded as primary or secondary “homeless”, with varying
degrees. The overwhelming majority of its “homeless” population were recorded as “sleeping
rough” (as well as accounting for 21% of the total).
Accommodation ‐ Other
Boarder or lodger

1%
14%

3%

0%

Caravan park dweller

15%

Community housing association etc rental

1%

8%

2%

Couch Surfer
Homeless

10%

2%

Homeless ‐ refuge or crisis accommodation
Homeless ‐ transitional or medium term
accommodation
Not Specified

10%
9%

21%
4%

Not stated
Owner/Purchaser
Prison
Private rental
Public rental
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2.

Report of the Management Committee

2.1

Profile

Street Law operates as an incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation Act 1987
(WA). It is governed by its Management Committee under its constituent Rules.
You can contact Street Law by addressing correspondence to the Secretary, at:
Secretary
c/o Street Law Centre WA Inc
PO Box 598 Maylands 6931
T: (08) 9271 6582
F: (08) 9271 4174

2.2

Principal activities

Please see section one of this annual report for a summary of our activities for the year.
The Management Committee of Street Law has set the following strategic goals:
•
•
•
•

To establish a legal service for people in Western Australia who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness.
To provide information, legal advice and advocacy support to persons in Western Australia
who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.
To manage Street Law effectively, efficiently and appropriately for the benefit of the
community.
To inform members of the community about homelessness issues and take an active role in
the development of relevant policy.

The Management Committee has developed a Strategic Plan to set the framework for achieving
these goals.

2.3

Management Committee

The members of the Management Committee of the Organisation are:
Chairperson
Ryan Watts
Lawyer
Deputy Chairperson
Vacant
Treasurer
Tony Morganti
Company Secretary
Secretary
Amanda Murphy
Lawyer
Committee member
Matthew Keogh
Lawyer
Committee member
Drew Broadfoot
Lawyer
Committee member
Ben Tomasi
Student
Committee member
Daniel Sawyer
Lawyer
Committee member
Ian Murray
Academic and Lawyer
Committee member
James Hulmes
Lawyer
Committee member
Lucy Shea
Lawyer

2.4

Membership

Street Law currently has 56 formal members.
The Management Committee is keen to expand Street Law’s membership base, so that a broader
range of people from diverse backgrounds in the community have a say in how Street Law is
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operated. If you would like to become a member, contact the Secretary on the details set out in
item 2.1.

2.5

Operating and financial review and state of affairs

The financial position of Street Law is set out in the financial statements and notes contained in Part
Two.
Street Law’s financial statements were audited this financial year by JYCA Accounting Services Pty
Ltd.

2.6

Indemnification and insurance of officers

Street Law has obtained insurance for the indemnification of its officers and also professional
indemnity insurance for the principal solicitor.

2.7

Corporate governance

The Management Committee pursued two key governance projects during the 2012/2013 financial
year. First, to ensure that Street Law maintains a diverse and appropriately staffed Management
Committee, the induction pack for committee members was reviewed and updated. In addition, a
separate information pack was prepared for committee applicants and a selection process was
undertaken to ensure that committee positions remain filled.
Second, to ensure good governance and accreditation by the National Association of Community
Legal Centres, Street Law has conducted an audit of its existing policies and procedures and has
commenced a process of revising and drafting additional policies and procedures to govern its
processes. In particular, at the operations level, Street Law adopted a formalised and more detailed
service mix policy to appropriately allocate resources amongst the various types of assistance that it
provides. A review of Street Law’s policies and procedures was undertaken by the National
Association of Community Legal Centres in June 2013. That review approved Tier 2 certification of
Street Law’s policies and procedures, indicating that Street Law is yet to achieve total compliance
but recognising that Street Law is committed to working towards total compliance and is progressing
towards that goal. The accreditation process is expected to be completed within the 2013/14
financial year.
A risk management review was completed in 2012/2013, which identified and assessed key risks for
Street Law and proposed processes for dealing with those risks.
Finally, in January 2013 Street Law was registered with the Australian Charities and Not‐for‐profits
Commission (ACNC) to ensure its continued access to Commonwealth tax concessions, benefits and
exemptions. It is publicly listed on the ACNC Register.
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Part Two – Financial Report
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