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2016/17 has been a year of significant change for 
Street Law, and I am confident that we have laid 
firm foundations for the organisation for the 
2017/18 financial year and beyond. 

Last year, we were advised that the Legal  
Contribution Trust (LCT) would not be making 
any distributions for FY2016-17 and was unlikely 
to make distributions in FY2017-18. Happily, the 
new Attorney-General for Western Australia, the 
Hon. John Quigley MLA, is extremely supportive 
of the work done in the community legal sector, 
and was able to find core funding to see us 
through this year. We are extremely grateful to 
him for his support, but we must be ever alive to 
the need to find new sources of funding. 

To that end, the Management Committee this year 
conducted a wide-ranging review of the service 
delivery of the centre. Part of that review has been 
reconsideration of the manner in which we reach 
our key client demographics. The advent of the 
Safe as Houses Program, a collaboration with  
Tenancy WA and Women's Law Centre, gave us 
the opportunity to refocus the activities of the  
service more explicitly on women and children. As 
a consequence, we have recently hired a full-time 
solicitor to deliver that program and support the 
Principal Solicitor throughout the week. We have 
also been able to hire a full-time community legal 
education project officer thanks to the generosity 
of the Public Purposes Trust (PPT).  

A consequence of the decision to hire a full-time 
solicitor was that we were required to restructure 

the staffing profile so as to accommodate that new 
role. We were very sorry to see Emmanuel  
Stamatiou go, as he has contributed a great deal to 
the organisation since he joined us, and we wish 
him all the very best in the next phase of his  
career. However, we are fortunate to welcome  
Megan McCormack and Rachael Doraisamy as full
-time members of staff this year, and we look  
forward to their contributions to the organisation 
over their time with us. 

I would like to once again express my very sincere 
gratitude to the staff and volunteers of Street Law. 
Without your hard work, we would simply not 
have a service to deliver, and our clients would be 
worse of for it. I would also like to extend my 
thanks to the members Management Committee, 
both past and present, our volunteers and the law 
firms who so generously allow them time to  
attend, our funders, partners and supporters. 

Finally, my time with Street Law draws to a close 
at the 2016/17 Annual General Meeting (AGM). I 
will be sad to leave the Management Committee, 
but I know it is in extremely good hands going for-
ward. I must also express my very sincere thanks 
to Ann-Margaret Walsh, our Principal Solicitor, 
for guiding the organisation so well through what 
has been a difficult period. I have every confidence 
that the organisation is in the best position it can 
be to face whatever challenges face it in the future. 

BENJAMIN TOMASI 

Chairperson 

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
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FUNDING 
Due to the uncertainty of ongoing funding from the 
LCT Fund and the ongoing threat of a potential 32% 
cut in funding from the Commonwealth fund, Street 
Law’s management committee and staff met to  
strategically consider how to manage the funding 
crisis. The strategic discussions  included a review 
of service delivery, operational expenses and  
liabilities and fundraising goals. This resulted in the 
funding received from Public Purposes Trust Fund 
for the Community Legal Education Fund being 
quarantined until the commencement of the  
current financial year.     

Street Law successfully commenced its fundraising 
activities through the launch of its inaugural raffle.   
Street Law was also grateful to be the beneficiary of 
the Law Week Quiz night sponsored by Pragma  
Legal.  Through both fundraising initiatives Street 
Law raised in excess of $15,000. 

The Lotteries West Emergency Relief Funding was 
also carried forward from the previous financial 
year and acquitted.  This funding has enabled Street 
Law to assist its client group with the payment of 
fees which enable access to birth certificates, photo 
identification and freedom of information (FOI) 
applications.    

HOST AGENCIES AND  
LAW FIRMS 
Street Law has continued to have strong  
relationships with its host community service agen-
cies, Ruah (Ruah Community Services), St. Pats (St. 
Patrick’s Community Support Centre), Tranby 

(Uniting Care West), Passages Resource Centre (a 
joint venture between the Rotary Club of Perth and 
St. Vincent de Paul) and Street Connect (Anglicare 
WA Inc.). Street Law’s outreach legal clinics  
continued, although a reduction of services was  
required at St. Pats and Street Connect.   

Street Law’s relationship with its partner law firms, 
King & Wood Mallesons, Corrs Chambers  
Westgarth, Ashurst and Jackson McDonald have 
continued to grow, with each law firm agreeing to 
allow graduates and/or junior lawyers to second to 
Street Law one day per week on a rotational basis.  
In addition to the secondment arrangements, the 
law firms also provide additional pro bono support 
by accepting referrals for client matters.  

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
APPOINTMENTS 

The 2016/17 financial year saw a number of  
changes in the membership of the management 
committee, with Chloe Gall, Luke Carbon, Nicki 
Morrison, Jared Clements (former Treasurer) and 
Kerry Marshall (former Deputy Chair)  resigning. 
We thank them all for  their tireless contribution to 
Street Law particularly over a year that required 
such significant commitment from all members of 
the management committee.  Ben Tomasi our 
Chairperson is not seeking re-election and will  
resign from the management committee following 
the AGM.  Ben has also provided considerable  
input, support and strategic direction during his 
time as a management committee member and as 
the Chairperson.  We also sincerely thank him for 
his contribution.  

The Hon. Chief Justice Wayne Martin, Principal Solicitor Ann– 
Margaret Walsh and Chair of the Management Committee,  

Benjamin Tomasi 

BENJAMIN TOMASI Chair 

KERRY MARSHALL Deputy Chair 

RYAN ANTHONY JONES Treasurer 

 

DREW BROADFOOT Secretary  

LINDA SPERRING Committee Member 

THOMAS MORETON Committee Member 
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“THE CASE OF 
THE ABANDONED 

CARAVAN” 
Case Study 1 

 

Jenny attended Street Law’s St 
Pats outreach legal clinic with a 
problem concerning a caravan 
she had bought. The caravan had 
been advertised for sale by a  
Caravan Park for $800 as it had 
been abandoned by its owner.  
Jenny was staying with her moth-
er and had decided to buy the 
caravan, so that she would have a 
place of her own. As the caravan’s 
registration was close to expiry, 
Jenny paid for its renewal and 
applied to the Department of 
Transport (DOT) to transfer  
ownership of the caravan into her 
name. Jenny was told that this 
would not be possible as the  
caravan remained in the name of 
the previous owner.  Jenny  
provided the DOT a statutory 
declaration explaining that she 
had bought the caravan from the 
Caravan Park has it had been 
abandoned by the previous  
owner.  The DOT responded to 
Jenny, requesting proof of her 
legal entitlement before they 
would allow ownership to be 
transferred.  

Jenny was understandably very 
anxious to have this matter  
resolved as soon as possible as 
she wanted to live in the caravan 
but did not want to be moving in 
without it being licenced and 
transferred into her name. 
Additionally Jenny’s only source 
of income was the Newstart  
allowance and the $800 purchase 
price was a significant outlay and 
she was not comfortable paying 

ongoing registration fees while 
the caravan was not in her name. 
Jenny’s instructions were if the 
caravan could not be transferred 
into her name she wanted her 
money back.  

To ascertain whether legal title of 
the caravan had passed to Jenny 
a Street Law volunteer completed 
preliminary research into what 
was required to sell a caravan 
that had been ‘abandoned’ and 
therefore what evidence was  
required to show the DOT that 
legal title had in fact passed to 
Jenny. The research revealed that 
the Caravan Park needed to  
comply with Caravan Parks and 
Camping Grounds Act 1995 
(WA), Caravan Parks and 
Camping Grounds Regulations 
1997 (WA) and Residential Parks 
(Long-Stay Tenants) Act 2006 
(WA).  

Correspondence was sent to the 
Caravan Park seeking detailed 
information about the actions 
they had taken before selling the 
caravan to Jenny. This was  
necessary to determine whether 
they had followed the relevant 
regulations and whether Jenny 
could potentially make a claim 
against the Caravan Park, if they 
had not complied.   

Street Law also made an FOI  
application, on behalf of Jenny, 
to the DOT to ascertain what  
documentation they had relied 
 

 upon for their decision not to 
transfer the caravan into Jenny’s 
name. 

Following receiving correspond-
ence from the Caravan Park and 
the FOI from the DOT. Street 
Law wrote to the DOT advocating 
that Jenny had legal entitlement 
to the caravan, based on docu-
mentation received. This was 
done by guiding the DOT through 
what had occurred in relation to 
the sale, providing copies of the  
documentation and requesting 
they transfer the title of caravan 
into Jenny’s name.   

Approximately two weeks after 
sending the letter and after 
speaking to various customer  
service officers we were informed 
that the DOT had given approval 
to Jenny to have the caravan  
registered in her name.  We  
informed Jenny of the result and 
although Jenny instructed us that 
the caravan had become  
unlicensed, as she did not want to 
pay for further licence fees until 
she was sure it could be  
transferred into her name, she 
was happy with the outcome and 
thankful for our assistance.  

This outcome resulted in Jenny 
being able to confidently take the 
various steps required to  
re-licence the caravan in her 
name.  She will be able to make 
use of the caravan as a residence 
and move the caravan without 
worrying about having any issues 
in relation to the caravan not  
being in her name.   

Street Law’s assistance provided 
the client with a path to a  
successful outcome and alleviated 
them of the stress of requesting 
and collating information from 
various sources and correspond-
ing with the DOT. 
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
Two hundred and five individual clients were seen in the last financial year. The following is a statistical 
snapshot of the client demographics.  

Our targeted priority groups remain women, young people and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders  as 
our statistics have continued to highlight that these groups are underrepresented in Street Law’s data, but 
highly represented in current homeless services data. We will continue to explore collaborative  
arrangements that will enable these priority groups to gain greater  access to Street Law’s services. The 
percentage of clients who remain rough sleepers and couch surfers remains around the same level as last 
financial year.  
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OPERATIONAL MATTERS 
Street Law has continued to deliver comprehensive 
legal services to its client group with the dedicated 
assistance of its staff.  Corinne Mercer, Office Co-
ordinator, has continued to provide highly valued 
support in a combined role of finance and  
administrative duties. Stephanie Kabay,  
administrative assistant provided great support 
and assisted with the development of Street Law’s 
Facebook page.  Emmanuel Stamatiou provided 
legal services at two outreach legal clinics and we 
thank him for his support.  

Ann-Margaret Walsh has continued in the role of 
Principal Solicitor, providing direct legal service 
delivery, community legal education and  
contributing to policy and law reform issues.  She 
is also responsible for the ongoing management of 
the legal practice and day to day operational  
management issues.  

Street Law’s capacity is increased significantly by 
the attendance of graduates and/or junior lawyers 
and volunteer law students that overall have  
contributed 1443 hours in 2017 financial year. This 
time is valued at a minimum of $405,504 as  
estimated by the Legal Profession (Solicitors Costs) 
Report 2017. This time has been given as part of 
our regular service delivery. 

Street Law is open from 9.00am to 5.00pm  
Monday to Friday.  

Street Law’s management committee has  
continued to explore and engage in discussions 
concerning different potential partnership options, 

including co location, with a view to sharing  
administrative costs and minimising back end  
service costs.  

Street Law thanks 180 Degrees UWA, for all of the 
consultants work on the pro bono project that was 
designed to assess our impact and consider  
alternative funding sources. Through the project 
outcomes, Street Law is now better placed to able 
to measure its impact, develop and implement 
communication strategies and identify alternative 
funding streams.    

After developing our Facebook page to promote 
Street Law Centre last financial year, we have  
continued to post on the platform. This assisted 
with our fundraising efforts as well as  
engagement with the larger community. Our  
Facebook likes and followers have increased from 
220 to 338 people, and our post with the largest 
reach was seen by at least 1, 296 people.  

COLLABORATION  
The new Safe as Houses program, a collaboration 
between Tenancy WA (lead agency), Women’s Law 
Centre and Street Law became operational in 
March 2017.  Notwithstanding Street Law is  
continuing to negotiate a legal clinic location with 
a health service provider, Street Law is referring 
clients to the program and providing advice and  
case work.  
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MOST COMMON LEGAL ISSUES FACED BY CLIENTS  
Street Law’s work over the past financial year is still spread over three broad legal categories of civil, 
criminal and family law matters.  

While most of the common issues faced by clients have remained consistent, there have been a few new 
issues that have become more common. In particular, seeking access to early release of  
superannuation, and family law matters that include parenting plans and divorce have been  some of 
the more common issues that our clients face.   
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SERVICE DELIVERY STATISTICS 
Overall our actual numbers achieved with respect to advices was lower than the aspirational targets we set 
at the beginning of the financial year.  This was due to reduction in our legal services in anticipation of the 
impending funding cuts. We were however able to exceed our casework target.  
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“FACEHOOKED: MESSAGING 
GONE BAD” 

Case Study 2 

 

Desiree a young girl came to 
see Street Law at our Passages 
outreach legal clinic she was 
staying in supported accom-
modation and was studying. 
The only income Desiree had 
was the Youth Allowance she 

received. Desiree was very worried because she had 
been charged with 9 stealing charges and one  
attempted stealing. She did not want a criminal  
record as she was concerned that it may affect her 
getting work in the future  Although each charge 
alleged stealing cash just under  $1,000 the total 
for all was in excess of $8,000.  

Prior to being charged, the WA Police Service had 
obtained a search warrant and searched Desiree’s 
room. Her mobile phone had been seized and  
information obtained from  her Facebook account. 
Desiree assisted with their enquiries and had  
provided a detailed statement. 

After taking initial instructions Street Law  
immediately contacted the Police to obtain the  
relevant documents.  The Statement of Material 
Facts alleged that Desiree had been instructed to 
attend ATMs, to withdraw cash, using credit cards 
that had been sent to her.  It also stated she had 
been procured by an International Fraud network 
from people overseas to commit the offences.  

Desiree had told us  that she had met a guy called 
Jacob, a couple of years earlier through friends in 
Perth. He left to go to America and she had lost  
contact with him. Desiree said that he had  
randomly started contacting her through Facebook 
in early 2016. He kept on messaging her and she 
eventually responded. She remembered him as  
being a nice guy, so when he persisted in trying to 
talk to her she thought it would be ok.  

After reviewing the initial disclosure and Desiree’s 
instructions Street Law’s initial advice was that  
Desiree may have a defence to these charges.   
Desiree entered a plea of not guilty and the matter 
was listed for Trial. The Police subsequently  
provided full disclosure. Desiree provided copies of 

the Facebook messages between Jacob and herself 
to Street Law. There were 300 pages of Facebook 
messages, in total. It was through these Facebook 
messages that Jacob groomed and instructed De-
siree on what to do with the credit cards he was 
sending to her. 

Street Law with the assistance of a volunteer law 
student and a volunteer graduate proceeded to  
review the disclosure provided by the Police and 
the Facebook messages provided by Desiree.  This 
included summarising all of the Facebook  
messages.  The purpose was to assess whether there 
was sufficient evidence to prove the elements of the 
offences. After considering whether there were any 
defences available, it was Street Law’s view that it 
would be difficult for the Prosecution to establish 
intent given that Desiree’s instructions were that 
she believed Jacob had the consent of the credit 
card holders to use their credit cards. Her  
instructions were supported by the content of the 
Facebook messages.  

Street Law sought the assistance of the WA Bar  
Association and a pro bono Barrister assisted by 
reviewing all the evidence and providing  
comprehensive advice and representation.   
Following discussions with Desiree the Barrister 
advised that Street Law provide the Police  
Prosecutor with the contents of the Facebook  
messages and seek to negotiate a withdrawal of the 
charges. This was successful and on the eve of the 
Trial the charges were withdrawn. 

The outcome for Desiree was that she has no  
criminal record and her future work opportunities 
have not been affected.  
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COMMUNITY LEGAL  
EDUCATION 
Notwithstanding the PPT Community Legal Education 
Program being placed on hold due to the ongoing  
uncertainty of the core funding, community legal  
education has continued to be provided to all  
volunteers.  This has included an  ongoing review of 
the Resource Manual and training material.  Further 
Street Law  developed an online induction module 
which provides an overview of internal office  
procedures and the requirements of the Risk  
Management Guide and Community Legal Centre 
Practice for all volunteers and staff. 

LAW REFORM  
Street Law has continued to contribute to law reform, 
through participating and contributing to the Boarder and 
Lodger Working Group, being a member of the CLCA WA 
Social Policy Law Reform and Human Rights sub-committee 
and researching the impact upon our client group of the 
Criminal Code Infringement Notices (on the spot fines).  
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