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HAVE I GOT AN INFRINGEMENT?
Infringement notices are issued by an authority, like the police or local council, alleging that you have breached a particular law.
They allow you to pay a fixed amount of money for breaching the law rather than go to court. You can get infringements for
things like speeding, littering, parking illegally, street drinking, or travelling on public transport without a valid ticket. 
An infringement is different from a fine, which is issued by a court. This guide relates to infringements only.

WHAT DO I DO?
Keep your infringement notice somewhere
safe - don't throw it away! Once you have been
issued the infringement you have 28 days to
pay or set-up another arrangement. You also
have the option to appeal. the infringement
within 28 days.

WHAT IF I GOT THE INFRINGEMENT WHEN I WAS A CHILD?

If you were 17 years old, or older,
when issued the infringement notice
you are treated the same as adults
and the infringement is enforceable.

If you were under 17 years of age
when issued the infringement
notice, regardless of your age now,
it is not enforceable. 

WHY  IS THAT?
Unpaid infringements are registered
with the Fines Enforcement Registy.
But, infringements issued to people
under 17 years old cannot be
registered. This means they cannot
take any action to enforce payment.
The police are also not allowed to
issue a criminal infringement notice 

to  a person under 17 years of age.

HOW CAN I PAY OFF THE INFRINGEMENT?

3. PAY IT ALL
OFF AT ONCE
To pay the full
amount up front you
can follow the
instructions on the
notice for online or
electronic payment
or go to your local
post office for help.
You cannot make
part-payments.

2. CENTREPAY
This is a voluntary service
for Centrelink customers
which will repay the
amount through
deductions from your
payments every fortnight.
 

To set up Centrepay:
Complete the form online or 
 get a copy from a court
and return to the FER by post.

1. TIME-TO-PAY
You can request to pay in
installments at any time.
 

To set up Time-to-Pay:
Call the Fines Enforcement
Registry on 1300 650 235
Tell them you want to set up
a Time-to-pay payment
option for an infringement
They will tell you how much
you need to pay each
fortnight
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WHAT SHOULD I DO?
If you have other overdue fines or
infringements and are applying to
pay by Time-to-Pay: when
completing the form do not include  

infringements you received when
you were under 17 years old in the
total amount to be paid.
 

WHAT HAPPENS IF I DON'T PAY WITHIN 28 DAYS?

FINAL DEMAND
If you have not paid the full amount, or
set up an alternative arrangement,
within 28 days, you will be served with
a letter of final demand. 
You will then have another 28 days to
pay the original amount as well as an
additional enforcement fee of $14.65.

REGISTRATION

If you ignore the final demand, then
your infringement  will be registered
with the Fines Enforcement Registry.
This will add an additional $46.60 fee.

ORDER TO PAY OR ELECT
The Fines and Enforcement Registry
will issue an order to pay or elect. 
This requires you to pay the
infringement within 28 days, or else
you can elect to have the alleged
offence heard and determined by the
Magistrate's Court.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO
ENFORCE

If no action is taken after another 28
days, you will be issued with a notice
of intention to enforce.

LICENCE SUSPENSION 
If the notice has been ignored, FER
will issue for your drivers licence to
be suspended, and a fee of $30.90.
You can apply to lift the suspension
and pay the fees and infringement
off by Time-to-Pay. 

IF YOU OWE OVER $2000
FER may issue an enforcement
warrant, and a fee of $145.50.
This allows the Sheriff to seize and
sell your personal property, including
land, to pay off the amount you owe.
You can also have your vehicles
clamped and your licence cancelled.

Need help?
   Please call Street  Law on 1800 752 992 

This resource is designed as an educational aid for legal information current as of June 2019, and should not be taken to constitute legal advice by Street Law Centre (WA) inc.

OTHER OUTCOMES
You cannot do community work or
go to jail for an infringement.
FER may refer the debt to a private
collector, like Baycorp, to enforce. 


