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This years theme was "Everybody Needs a

Home" and we couldn't agree more. Our

mission is championing for people

experiencing, or at risk of experiencing,

homelessness, driving change and leading

legal initiatives to eliminate and prevent

homelessness. As part of Homelessness

Awareness Week we extended our reach

beyond our regular six outreach legal clinics

and organised a pop up legal clinic in

collaboration with Street Doctor and attended

Ruah's breakfast and ID clinic.
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Homelessness Awareness Week 2021
Did you know that at least

153 people died while
homeless on Perth Streets

since 2016?

Over 4,100 people
access specialist

homelessness services
every day.



Whats new @ Street Law
STREET LAW'S MIDLAND PROJECT

Midlas is a community legal centre
that provides legal assistance with
family law, family violence matters for
applicants and criminal injuries
compensation, they also provide a
disability advocacy service, tenancy
advocacy and financial counselling. 

Through delivering legal services in
conjunction with other highly relevant
non-legal services, such as those
provided by Karnany Resource Centre,
the causes of homelessness can be
addressed in a holistic way. Our
Midland Project in collaboration with
Midlas and Indigo Junction's Karnany
Resource Centre is providing a holistic
approach to remove the barrier's
people face to exit homelessness and
find stability in their lives. 

Over the last decade the available legal
services in the Midland area has
diminished and the number of people
experiencing or at risk of experiencing
homelessness has increased, making the
need for legal services in the Midland area
even more critical.
 
Due to this  increasing unmet legal  need,
in November 2020 we launched our
Midland project  and partnered with
Indigo Junct ion to br ing a new outreach
legal  c l inic  to Karnany Resource Centre.
The Karnany Centre assists  the local
community who are facing f inancial
hardship,  experiencing homelessness,  or
at  r isk of  experiencing  homelessness
through providing information,
assistance and connect ions to special ist
services.  Our outreach legal  c l inic  is
every Tuesday,  with Street  Law sol ic i tor ,
Tom Lettenmaier ,  attending.

In July 2021, we launched the second stage
of our Midland project, partnering with
Midlas to launch our sixth outreach legal
clinic by joining the mobile Midlas bus crew
every Friday. 



Street Law's Midland Project is funded through
the Law Society's Public Purpose Trust Fund,
and in addition to our outreach legal clinic
expansion our legal services have also been
extended to include court advocacy and
representation where necessary. This legal
service extension allows Street Law to further
respond to unmet legal needs.
 

Whats new @ Street Law

OUR FIRST TRIAL!
Recently, Tom represented a client
in a trial at the Midland Magistrates
Court. This was the first time a
Street Law solicitor has taken a
matter to trial in the Magistrates
Court.

This was a client who engaged with
our services at our Karnany
outreach legal clinic. Tom assisted
the client with his criminal matter
from start to finish and we are
happy to report due to Tom's
advocacy the client was acquitted. 

A guilty finding would have resulted
in a summary conviction which
would have had a significant impact
on our client's life. 

Legal representation is hard to obtain for our client group and without ongoing legal
representation many feel pressured to plead guilty even if they have a defence. Court
can be intimidating for our client's and where no representation is available it makes
the process more confronting and challenging. This is an unmet legal need in the
Midland area and through providing court representation we are committed to closing
the gap for our client group by ensuring access to justice.

Our first trial was a success for our client.  The client was very happy with the outcome
and shared the following with us "[I liked] the dedication, professionalism and
understanding given. Maybe have assistance in family law courts as well but besides
that Street Law was awesome thank you, Tom :) Thank you, Street Law."



Whats new @ Street Law
YOUTH CREW LAUNCH

We have collaborated with Passages Youth Engagement Hub to launch Youth Crew!
The Youth Crew project will assist street present youth to address their socio-
economic, health, housing and legal issues. With children and young people
accounting for 21% of all West Australians experiencing homelessness, the aim of
Youth Crew is to reduce the barriers young people face exiting homelessness. 

We have worked closely with Passages since 2012 when we launched a fortnightly,
now a weekly, outreach legal clinic at their hub. Passages was established as a result
of the growing rate of youth homelessness in Western Australia and the need for a
unique specialist engagement service. Passages work with street present young
people who present in crisis with various complexities.

Through our work, we have seen that many people experiencing or at risk of
homelessness are facing personal and financial complexities that make it impossible
for them to address their legal issues without tailored, integrated legal and non-legal
supports. The interlinked and complex vulnerabilities experienced by street present
young people increases the intensity of legal and social services required.



Whats new @ Street Law
As part of the Youth Crew project, Street Law will be working closely with a youth
worker at Passages who we will train to spot legal issues and use our legal health
check tool. Street Law's solicitor, Anna Hitomi, has been attending our Passages
outreach legal clinic for around two years now, and will continue to attend and
provide legal services at the hub. Anna will be supported by a restricted practitioner
who we will be welcoming to our team. 

Youth Crew 
 same day, 

same lawyer, 
same youth worker.
Consistency is key!

Youth Crew was officially launched by the
Minister for Housing and Local Government
John Carey on the 10th of September 2021. At
the launch, Minister Carey said that “the
process for someone experiencing
homelessness to finding permanent housing
needs intense wrap around services.” Youth
Crew will be providing this to young people in
WA. We want to extend our gratitude to
Lottery West and Minister John Carey for
providing their support for our collaboration
and making Youth Crew possible. 

 We are excited to begin this new project providing access to justice, access to health
services, access to social support and access to accommodation!



Staff Spotlight

Running for a Reason 

Meet Nina!
Nina is our amazing centre
coordinator. Nina recently celebrated
her one year anniversary with Street
Law!

Why a Community Legal Centre?
Why Street Law Centre?
I am very interested in social justice, law and
was looking to move into the not-for-profit
sector. Initially, it was the passionate mission
statement and commitment to compassion,
collaboration and innovation that really
resonated with me.

What do you like about 
Street Law Centre?
No day is the same at Street Law. I enjoy the
fast paced nature of the centre, getting to
know the different volunteers and secondees
and hearing about the client outcomes. 

It is very interesting and brilliant to work
alongside people who are so committed to
what they do. 

Our Management Committee Chair, Drew Broadfoot, will be running a 42km
marathon on Sunday the 17th of October to raise funds to support us!

The funds raised go straight into our services which provide much needed legal
assistance and representation to people in Western Australia who are experiencing
or at risk of homelessness. Through our outreach legal clinics and telephone advice
line we are providing access to justice to our client group.

Drew is going the extra mile for Street Law and you can too! You can support Drew’s
campaign for Street Law by donating at the following link:
https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser/public/goingtheextramileforstreetlaw/ 

Nina loves anything to do with the ocean and
swimming, is an avid film photographer and
has just begun studying a Masters of
Community Development. We asked Nina
some questions and these are her answers:


