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A massive congratulations to our Principal Solicitor, Ann-Margaret,
on winning the Antoinette Kennedy Award at the Women Lawyers of
Western Australia association 2022 awards night. 

Each year the Women Lawyers of Western Australia association presents

awards to outstanding women lawyers in a number of categories. The

Antionette Kennedy award, described as the icon award, recognises one

woman’s career-long contribution to justice and to the advancement of

women in the legal profession.

As Principal Solicitor at Street

Law, Ann-Margaret has and

continues to be a mentor and

inspirational role model to

many women lawyers. 

The award is so well

deserved. Her commitment to

Street Law and our client

group has ensured our clients

have a voice within the

confines of the justice system. 
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Street Law Stats

Compared to the data from this time
last year, we have assisted 31% more
clients

When comparing the 20/21 financial year with the 21/22
financial year, we have seen a significant increase in our
service delivery and the number of client's we are assisting. 

The amount of clients we assisted
with court/tribunal matters

increased by 89% over this past
financial year. 
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What's New @ Street Law

Law Week is about connecting the legal profession with the community. To
celebrate Law Week, in addition to our regular outreach legal clinics at
Ruah, St Pat's, Karnany, Passages, Tranby and Mobile Midlas, we extended
our services and provided legal education to the community. 

Law Week Day 1.
On Monday the 16th of May we delivered an Introduction to Street Law and Legal
Health Check workshop to the staff and community workers of 55 Central. 55
Central has supported thousands of people facing homelessness by providing a
safe place to stay and support services. Over the past year, we have started
receiving an increasing amount of referrals from 55 Central. Law Week was the
perfect time to chat with the staff to provide them with an overview of who we are
and what we do, so our services can continue to work together and grow our
partnership.

Law Week 2022

Law Week Day 2.
On the Tuesday evening, we held a pop-up legal clinic with our friends at Street
Doctor. Two of our solicitors, Ann-Margaret and Bri, attended the Moore Street cul
de sac to provide legal advice and information to our client group who were already
in the area to see Street Doctor.

The pop-up legal clinic was a great opportunity to extend our reach further and
provide access to justice for our client group.



Law Week Day 5.
As a last hurrah for this year's Law Week, we shared a
video our team created that provides our client's with
some basic rights to know when interacting with the
police. 

It is important that our client's know what their rights and
responsibilities are when interacting with the police. We
strongly believe that education on the law eliminates
barriers and is key to preventing many of the legal issues
our client group face. If you haven't seen our video yet,
head to our social media pages to check it out.

Law Week Day 4.
Sel facilitated a family violence legal health check workshop with the support
workers at St Patrick's Community Support Centre.  Street Law has been
conducting outreach legal clinics with St Pat's since 2013. St Pat's is a fantastic not
for profit organisation that provides community housing and specialist services for
people facing homelessness in the Fremantle area. 

Law Week Day 3.
On the Wednesday morning our supervising solicitor, Sel, delivered an introduction
to Street Law to Albany Community Legal Centre. 

In the afternoon, Sel delivered in house training for our team on trauma informed
lawyering. This training was specifically designed for our unique client group.

During law week, it was also
National Volunteer Week

All of our volunteer's past,
present and future are so
important to us, without them
we would not be able to assist
as many client's as we do. 

Here is the Street Law team
joining in on the
#waveforvolunteers social
media campaign. 



What's new @ Street Law

In the last 6 months, 36% of our clients needed assistance with obtaining their
identity documents, these included international and national birth certificates,
photo ID, and replacement citizenship certificates. A single birth certificate costs
$53, a photo card application costs $46.80, and a replacement citizenship
certificate costs $240. Through donations we are able to pay for these essential
documents for our clients. Without these documents, our clients cannot access
essential services, such as Centrelink, accommodation services or open a bank
account. 

We regularly see the restrictive identification requirements our clients face
becoming more and more onerous. In response to this, we recently put
submissions to the Estimates and Financial Operations Committee in response to
the inquiry into the financial administration of homelessness services in Western
Australia. As part of our submissions we advocated for government agencies to
ease the restrictive requirements around obtaining identification documents for
our client group. Essentially, we advocated for more cost-effective and flexible
ways to assist people experiencing or at risk of homelessness to prove their
identity. 

Applying for identification documents on behalf of our client group is often an
arduous and time-consuming task. This is generally because our lawyers are
starting from square one as often our clients have no (or very limited) documents
to prove their identity. Without our assistance, our clients find it virtually
impossible to assimilate the necessary information to prove their identity and
navigate complex bureaucratic processes.  By Street Law assisting those
experiencing homelessness with obtaining their identity documents it breaks
down one of the many barriers people face when trying to exit homelessness. 

 
How can you support us and help our clients? By following and engaging with us

and by donating to our organisation at
www.givenow.com.au/streetlawcentrewa 

All donations are tax-deductible and go directly into assisting our clients.

Inquiry into the Financial Administration
of Homelessness Services in WA

How you can Support Street Law Centre?



Roy* had been on Centrelink and living with his father and brother for

a number of years. Roy's father alleged that he had threatened

physical violence against him and his brother, which Roy denied.

When Roy's father applied for a family violence restraining order

('FVRO') against him, Roy was made homeless and had no other option

than to live in his car.

Roy engaged with us through our free advice line. 

We assisted Roy to file an objection against the FVRO. When the

objection was filed, the matter was listed for a shuttle conference at

the Perth Magistrate Court. Roy was very anxious about the matter

going to court but was also very determined to rebuild the relationship

with his father. 

Prior to the shuttle conference, we attempted to resolve the matter by

way of a mutual undertaking. Roy's father did not accept the mutual

undertaking. This meant that Roy needed to attend the shuttle

conference or the FVRO could be made final in his absence.

ROY'S STORY 

Service Spotlight

STREET LAW'S FIRST FVRO  SHUTTLE CONFERENCE

What is a Shutt le Conference?
It is an option to resolving FVRO matters. At

a shuttle conference the parties are each in

separate rooms in the court building. The

parties do not see each other during the

conference. Instead the Registrar will move

back and forth between the two rooms to

help the parties to try and reach an

agreement. *Name changed for privacy reasons



On the morning of the shuttle conference, Roy was very anxious. We

reassured Roy that the process was designed to be relaxed and informal.

The set up of the conference room was very informal. The traditional

courtroom etiquette practices were largely dismissed. Roy, the two

Street Law solicitors and Roy's support worker sat around a table. The

Registrar was sat at her desk and was able to access an internal

passageway near her desk. This allowed the Registrar's movement

between the two conference rooms so she could "shuttle" between them,

acting as the go between to negotiate between Roy and his father. 

With the expert guidance of the Registrar, and our solicitor's having a

thorough understanding of Roy's relationship with his father and the

issues they were facing, a resolution was agreed to. What would have

been a very restrictive two-year FVRO became a flexible 10 month

Conduct Agreement Order ('CAO'). The CAO allowed for Roy and his

father to communicate in writing, and they could meet in public places.

The CAO was made without any admissions of guilt, Roy was very happy

with this as he maintained that he did not do anything wrong. 

Roy and his father agreed that the ten month order would allow Roy time

to get a job and find secure accommodation. Roy's support worker

agreed to support Roy through this transition. 

Roy was happy that he would not be bound by an FVRO and that he

could work on rebuilding his relationship with his father. 

The shuttle conference allowed Roy and his father to explore options to

come to an agreement about the FVRO that suited their individual

situations, which resulted in an outcome both parties were happy with.

Further, the shuttle conference meant that the parties avoided additional

stress and costs that would have come with a final court hearing.  This

was a successful outcome for Roy, and a first for Street Law being

involved in the shuttle conference process.



    I  have always wanted to work in a community legal centre after I did

some volunteer work at a CLC in my early years of university. I wanted to

be able to contribute to the community and assist those in need. 

I wanted to volunteer at Street Law initially because I was intrigued with

learning about the legal issues that Street Law's clients deal with. It didn't

take long at all for me to discover a passion in doing the work that Street

Law does. 

Staff Spotlight
Meet Kanesthorn!
Kanesthorn started at Street Law as a

student volunteer in May 2021.

Kanesthorn volunteered with us 3-5

days each week as part of his

practical legal training. Kanesthorn

was admitted as a lawyer in

November 2021. Since November,

Kanesthorn has been working as a

restricted practitioner on our team.

Kanesthorn runs our Friday outreach legal clinic in
Bassendean in collaboration with the Mobile Midlas

bus.

Why Law? Why Street Law?

    When I was volunteering, I was itching to attend outreach clinics and

interact with clients and stakeholders. Now I've been given the opportunity

to do outreach every Friday morning with Mobile Midlas.

I feel truly blessed to be surrounded by such a talented and passionate

team at Street Law. There's such a great support system in place. The work

done here is also extremely rewarding. Being able to make a difference in

someone's life no matter how small or large feels incredible.

Working at Street Law


